Utopia vs. Dystopia
Synthesis Essay:  One per group.

Directions: The following prompt is based on the accompanying sources.

This question requires you to integrate a variety of sources into a coherent, well-written essay. Refer to the sources to support your position; avoid mere paraphrase or summary.  Your argument should be central; the sources should support this argument.

Remember to attribute both direct and indirect citations.

Introduction

The theme for this unit is Utopia vs Dystopia.  Consider the theme of each literary work in relation to our thematic topic.  Can a utopia exist?  Does a utopia depend upon their being a dystopia?  Consider the “worlds” the authors created to develop their messages.  Why did they need to “create” such worlds.

Assignment

Read the following sources (including any introductory information) carefully. Then, in one essay per group write an essay that synthesizes a minimum of six sources for support, take a position that defends, challenges, or qualifies the claim that Utopias exist only within a person’s mind.
1. Determine your claim.

2. Using Google Docs, develop an outline for your group’s paper.
3. Each person within your group is responsible for one Roman numeral.
4. Based on these topics, create a survey for your peers to answer.  We will use Google Forms to create.  Then you will post the survey on your group’s page on the class wiki.  Your tabulated results must be used within your essay.
5. Draft paper…remember concrete details and commentary needed!
6. Grammar Needs:  vary your sentence structures and your sentence beginnings.
7. Merge your documents into one.
8. Proof…edit and revise.
9. Share with Mrs. Gillmore.
Refer to the sources as Source A, Source B, etc.; titles are included for your convenience.

Source A   Anthem

Source B   The Giver
Source C   Animal Farm

Source D  “Shooting an Elephant”

Source E   “I Wear the Mask”

Source F   “Mirror”

Source G   “Richard Corey”

Source H   Your group’s survey (required source within essay)
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