Nothing Gold can Stay

Robert Frost (1874-1963)

1
Nature's first green is gold,

2
Her hardest hue to hold.

3
Her early leaf's a flower;

4
But only so an hour.

5
Then leaf subsides to leaf.

6
So Eden sank to grief,

7
So dawn goes down to day.

8
Nothing gold can stay.             .
        

             

                           

1.  Which statement best describes the literal meaning of the first lines of the poem? 


a.  The first plant buds open as gold-colored leaves, which quickly change colors.


b.  The money one earns is gold coins, which spend quickly.

c.   Being outdoors is a golden experience, but can turn bad quickly.


d.  The green of Nature is a desirous experience but is hard to capture.
2. In line two, the word hue means


a.  shade of color.

b.  value.


c.  desire.


d.  beauty.
3.  The tone of the poem can best be described as


a.  wistful.

b.  dreamy.

c.  sorrowful.


d.  desirous.
4.  In line six the reference to Eden is an example of which device?

a.  metonymy

b.  personification

c.  metaphor

d.  allusion
5.  Which statement best describes the theme of the poem?


a.  Nature is sure to change, never staying in one season.


b.  The most beautiful season is early Spring.


c.  Beauty is short-lived.

d.  Wealth is hard to acquire.

In the poem, Frost relates a truth about life by describing changes in Nature. List three specific changes mentioned in the poem. Explain what life lesson Frost conveys by describing these changes in Nature.
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